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1. Claims 1-22 have been examined. 

Priority 

2. Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d)5 which 
papers have been placed on record in the file. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

3. The information disclosure statements (IDSs) submitted on November 13, 2001 and 
July 12, 2004 are in compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .97. Accordingly, the 
information disclosure statements are being considered by the examiner. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 1, 3, 6-12, 14, 17-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Smith et al (U. S. Patent No. 6651 166) in view of Brown et al. (U. S. Patent 
Publication 20040139327). 



6. Both Smith et al. and Brown et al. are analogous art because both are in the field of 
data authentication systems. 
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7. With respect to claims 1, 8 and 9, Smith et al. disclose an electronic notary system 
comprising a notary server and first terminal apparatus capable of performing network 
communication with said notary server, 

Said first terminal including 

Unique message generating means for generating message data unique to 
an electronic file designated by a user from the electronic file (Smith et al.: 
column 5, lines 7-8; column 4, lines 52-67)5 

Input means for inputting first user identification information for 
identifying the user (Smith et al: column 5, lines 24-25), and 

First terminal-side communication means for communicating with said 
notary server by establishing a communication link thereto by using second user 
identification information provided in advance from said notary server, receiving 
a registration key (Smith et al.: column 5, lines 28-53), 

Said notary server including 

First storage means for storing the first user identification information of 
the user and the second user identification information provided for the user in 
advance in correspondence with each other (Smith et al.: column 4, lines 37-40), 

First communication means for communicating with said first terminal- 
side communication means by establishing a communication link thereto when 
the second user identification information sent from said first terminal-side 
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communication means coincides with the second user identification infomiation 
stored in said first storage means (Smith et al: column 5, lines 23-31), 

Registration key generating means for generating a registration key upon 
reception of message data from said first terminal apparatus through said first 
communication means and transmitting the registration key to said first terminal 
apparatus through said first communication means (Smith et al.: column 5, lines 
30-50), and 

Recognition means for when the first user identification information 
received through said first communication means coincides with the first user 
identification information stored said first storage means (Smith et al.: column 5, 
lines 28-43). 

8. Smith et al. do not disclose a second terminal apparatus, nor do Smith et al. disclose 
functionality of the notary server needed to communicate and process data from the 
second terminal apparatus. Additionally, Smith et al. do not disclose the transmission 
and receipt of message data and corresponding entities. 

9. However, Brown et al. disclose an electronic notary system comprising a notary server 
and first and second terminal apparatuses capable of performing network communication 
with said notary server, 

Said first terminal including 
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First terminal-side communication means for communicating with said 
notary server by establishing a communication link thereto by using second user 
identification information provided in advance from said notary server, 
transmitting at least the message data and first user identification information 
input from said input (Brown et al: page 9, paragraph 0120, lines 4-9) to said 
notary server, and receiving a registration key (Brown et al.: page 6, paragraph 
0089, lines 1-2), 

Said notary server including 

First communication means for communicating with said first terminal- 
side communication means by establishing a communication link (Brown et al: 
Figure 5), 

Second storage means for storing the message data received through said 
first communication means in correspondence with at least the registration key 
and date information (Brown et al.: page 7, paragraph 0102, lines 1-3), 

Said second terminal apparatus including 

Unique message generating means for generating message data unique to 
an electronic file from the electronic file (Brown et al.: page 5, paragraph 0071, 
lines 1-3, paragraph 0072; page 1, paragraph 0014, lines 3-7), and 

Second terminal-side communication means for communicating with said 
notary server by establishing a communication link thereto, transmitting at least 
the message data and a registration key to said notary server (Brown et al.: page 9, 
paragraph 0120, lines 4-9; page 6, paragraph 0089, lines 4-6), and 
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Said notary server including 

Second communication means for communicating with said second 
terminal-side communication means by establishing a communication link thereto 
(Brown et al.: Figure 5), and 

Notary information generating means for, when the message data received 
through said second communication means coincides with message data stored in 
said second storage means and corresponding to a registration key received 
through said second communication means, generating notary information for 
certifying coincidence of the message data, and transmitting the notary 
information to said second terminal apparatus through said second 
communication means (Brovm et al: page 8, paragraphs 0110 and 0111). 

10. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to combine the 
teachings of Brovm et al. with the system of Smith et al. The motivation for such a 
combination would have been to allow more than one role or participant (Brown et al: 
page 3, paragraph 0039, lines 8-12) in the process of processing and notarizing an 
electronic document, and also to maintain information for auditing purposes (Brown et al: 
page 7, paragraph 102, lines 5-9). 

11. With respect to claims 3,10, and 11, Sniith et al. disclose an electronic notary system 
comprising a notary server and first and second terminal apparatuses capable of 
performing network communication with said notary server, 




Application/Control Number: 09/902,309 
Art Unit: 2131 




Page 7 



Said first terminal apparatus including 

Input means for inputting first user identification information for 
identifying the user (Smith et al: column 5, lines 24-25), and 

Transcript generating means for generating transcript information 
including an electronic file designated by the user (Smith et al: column 5, lines 7- 
8; column 4, lines 52-67), 

Said notary server including 

First storage means for storing the first user identification information of 
the user and the second user identification information provided for the user 
advance in correspondence With each other (Smith et al.: column 4, lines 37-40), 

First communication means for communicating with said first terminal- 
side communication means by establishing a communication link thereto when 
the second user identification information sent from said first terminal-side 
communication means coincides with the second user identification information 
stored in said first storage means (Smith et al.: column 5, lines 23-31), 

Request key generating means for generating a request key in 
correspondence with the electronic file included in the transcript information 
received through said first communication means (Smith et al.: column 5, lines 
30-50), and 

Recognition means for when the first user identification information 
received through said first communication means coincides with the first user 
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identification information stored in said first storage means (Smith et al.: colxmm 
5, lines 28-43), 

Said notary server including 

Transcript file transmission control means for transmitting the electronic 
file to said second terminal apparatus through said second conmiunication means 
(Smith et al.: column 7, lines 20-24). 

12. Smith et al. do not disclose the second terminal apparatus, nor do Smith et al. 
disclose certain components of communication of the first terminal apparatus and the 
notary server. 

13. However, Brown et al. disclose an electronic notary system comprising a notary 
server and first and second terminal apparatuses capable of performing network 
communication with said notary server, 

Said first terminal apparatus including 

First terminal-side communication means for communicating with said 
notary server by establishing a communication link thereto by using second user 
identification information provided in advance fi'om said notary server, and 
transmitting at least the transcript information and first user identification 
information input fi*om said input means to said notary server (Brown et al.: page 
9, paragraph 0120, lines 4-9), 

Said notary server including 
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Third storage means for storing the electronic file included in the 
transcript information as a transcript file in correspondence with at least the 
request key and date information (Brown et al.: page 7, paragraph 0102, lines 1- 
3), 

Said second terminal apparatus including 

Second terminal-side communication means for communicating with said 
notary server by establishing a conmiunication link thereto (Brown et al: Figure 
5), and 

Transcript request means for generating transcript request information 
including a request key and transmitting the transcript request information to said 
notary server through said second terminal-side communication means (Brown et 
al.: page 5, paragraph 0071, lines 1-3, paragraph 0072; page 1, paragraph 0014, 
lines 3-7; page 9, paragraph 0120, lines 4-9; page 6, paragraph 0089, lines 4-6), 
and 

Said notary server including 

Second communication means for communicating with said second 
terminal-side communication means by establishing a communication link thereto 
(Brovm et al.: Figure 5), and 

Transcript file transmission control means for reading out an electronic 
file corresponding to the request key included in the transcript request information 
received through said second communication means fi-om said third storage 
means (Brown et al: page 9, paragraph 0122, lines 1-3). 
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14. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to combine the 
teachings of Brown et al. with the system of Smith et al. The motivation for such a 
combination would have been to allow more than one role or participant (Brown et al: 
page 3, paragraph 0039, lines 8-12) in the process of processing and notarizing an 
electronic document, and also to maintain information for auditing purposes (Brovm et al: 
page 7, paragraph 102, lines 5-9). 

15. With respect to claims 6 and 7, Smith et al. do not disclose a system, wherein the 
first user identification information is biometric information of the user. However, 
Brovm et al. disclose a system, wherein the first user identification information is 
biometric information of the user (Brown et al: page 6, paragraph 0086). 

16. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to combine the 
teachings of Brown et al. with the system of Smith et al. The motivation for such a 
combination would have been to have even greater security (Brown et al: page 6, 
paragraph 0086). 

1 7. With respect to claim 12, Smith et al disclose an electronic notary method used for 
an electronic notary system including a notary server and first and second terminal 
apparatuses capable of performing network communication with the notary server, 
comprising: 
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The first storage step of causing the notary server to store first identification 
information of a user of the first terminal apparatus and second user identification 
information given to the user in advance in correspondence with each other (Smith et al.: 
colunan 4, Unes 37-40); 

The unique message generating step of causing the first terminal apparatus to 
generate message data unique to an electronic file designated by the user from the 
electronic file (Smith et al.: column 5, lines 7-8; column 4, lines 52-67); 

The reception step of causing the first terminal apparatus to receive first user 
identification information for identifying the user (Smith et al.: column 5, lines 24-25); 

The first conmiunication link establishing step of causing the first terminal 
apparatus to transmit second user identification information, which is provided from the 
notary server in advance, to the notary server and establish the first communication link 
between the first terminal apparatus and the notary server when the second user 
identification information coincides with the second user identification information 
stored in the first storage step in the notary server (Smith et al: column 5, lines 23-31); 

The registration key generating step of causing the notary server to generate a 
registration key upon reception of the message data from the first terminal apparatus 
through the first communication link and transmit the registration key to the first terminal 
apparatus through the first communication link (Smith et al.: column 5, lines 30-50); 

The second storage step of causing the notary server to store the message data 
received through the first communication link in correspondence with at least the 
registration key and date information when the first user identification information 
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received through the first communication Unk coincides with the first user identification 
information stored in the first storage step (Smith et al.: column 5, lines 28-43); 

The unique message generating step of causing the second terminal apparatus to 
generate message data unique to an electronic file from the electronic file (Smith et al.: 
colunm 5, lines 7-8; column 4, lines 52-67). 



18. Smith et al. do not disclose a notary registration step, a second commxinication link 
establishing step, a notarization request step, or a notary information generating step. 

19. However, Brown et al. disclose an electronic, notary method used for an electronic 
notary system including a notary server and first and second terminal apparatuses capable 
of performing network communication with the notary server, comprising: 

The notary registration request step of causing the first terminal apparatus to 
transmit at least the message data generated in the unique message generating step and 
the first user identification information received in the reception step to the notary server 
through the first communication link (Brown et al.: page 9, paragraph 0120, lines 4-9); 

The second communication link establishing step of causing the second terminal 
apparatus to perform communication by establishing a second communication link 
between the second terminal apparatus and the notary server (Brown et al: Figure 5); 

The notarization request step of causing the second terminal apparatus to transmit 
at least the message data and a registration key to the notary server through the second 
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communication link (Brown et al.: page 9, paragraph 0120, lines 4-9; page 6, paragraph 
0089, lines 4-6); and 

The notary information generating step of causing the notary server to, when the 
message data received through the second communication link coincides with the 
message data stored in the second storage step and corresponding to the registration key 
received through the second conmiunication link, generate notary information certifying 
the coincidence and transmit the notary information to the second terminal apparatus 
through the second communication link (Brown et al: page 8, paragraphs 0110 and 
0111). 

20. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to combine the 
teachings of Brown et al. with the system of Smith et al. The motivation for such a 
combination would have been to allow more than one role or participant (Brown et al: 
page 3, paragraph 0039, lines 8-12) in the process of processing and notarizing an 
electronic document, and also to maintain information for auditing purposes (Brown et al: 
page 7, paragraph 102, lines 5-9). 

21 . With respect to claim 14, Smith et al. disclose an electronic notary method used for 
an electronic notary system including a notary server and first and second terminal 
apparatuses capable of performing network communication with the notary server, 
comprising: 
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The first storage step of causing the notary server to store first user identification 
information of a user of the first terminal apparatus in correspondence with second user 
identification information provided for the user in advance (Smith et al: column 4, lines 
37-40); 

The reception step of causing the first terminal apparatus to receive first user 
identification information for identifying the user (Smith et al: colimm 5, lines 24-25); 

The transcript generating step of causing the first terminal apparatus to generate 
transcript information including an electronic file designated by a user (Smith et al.: 
column 5, lines 7-8; column 4, lines 52-67); 

The request key generating step of causing the notary server to generate a request 
key upon receiving the transcript information from the first terminal apparatus through 
the first communication link (Smith et al: column 5, lines 30-50); 

Recognition means for the first user identification information received through 
said first communication means coincides with the first user identification information 
stored in said first storage means (Smith et al.: column 5, lines 28-43); 

The transcript file transmission step of causing the notary server to transmit the 
electronic file to the second terminal apparatus through the second commimication link 
(Smith et al: column 7, lines 20-24). 

22. Smith et al. do not disclose the first communication link establishing step, the 
transcript registration request step, the third storage step, the second communication link 
establishing step, the transcript request step, or the means to read an electronic file. 
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23. However, Brown et al. disclose an electronic notary method used for an electronic 
notary system including a notary server and first and second terminal apparatuses capable 
of performing network communication with the notary server, comprising: 

The first communication link establishing step of causing the first terminal 
apparatus to transmit the second user identification information provided fi'om the notary 
server in advance to the notary server and establish the first communication link between 
the first terminal apparatus and the notary server when the second user identification 
information coincides with the second user identification information stored in the first 
storage step in the notary server (Brown et al: page 9, paragraph 0120, lines 4-9); 

The transcript registration request step of causing the first terminal apparatus to 
transmit at least the transcript information generated in the transcript generating step and 
the first user identification information received in the reception step to the notary server 
through the first communication link (Brown et al.: page 9, paragraph 0120, lines 4-9); 

The third storage step of causing the notary server to store the electronic file 
included in the transcript information as a transcript file in correspondence with at least 
the request key and date information (Brown et al.: page 7, paragraph 0102, lines 1-3); 

The second communication link establishing step of performing commimication 
by establishing a second communication link between the second terminal apparatus and 
the notary server (Brown et al: Figure 5); 

The transcript request step of causing the second terminal apparatus to generate 
transcript request information included in a request key and transmit the transcript request 




Application/Control Number: 09/902,309 Page 16 

Art Unit: 2131 

information to the notary server through said second communication link (Brown et al.: 
page 5, paragraph 0071, lines 1-3, paragraph 0072; page 1, paragraph 0014, lines 3-7; 
page 9, paragraph 0120, lines 4-9; page 6, paragraph 0089, lines 4-6); and 

The transcript file transmission step of causing the notary server to read out an 
electronic file corresponding to the request key included in the transcript request 
information received through the second communication link from the information stored 
in the third storage step (Brown et al: page 9, paragraph 0122, lines 1-3). 

24. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to combine the 
teachings of Brown et al. with the system of Smith et al. The motivation for such a 
combination would have been to allow more than one role or participant (Brown et al: 
page 3, paragraph 0039, lines 8-12) in the process of processing and notarizing an 
electronic document, and also to maintain information for auditing purposes (Brovm et al: 
page 7, paragraph 102, lines 5-9). 

25. With respect to claims 17 and 18, Smith et al. do not disclose a system wherein the 
first user identification information of the user is biometric information. However, 
Brown et al. disclose a method, wherein the first user identification information is 
biometric information of the user (Brown et al: page 6, paragraph 0086). 

26. Please refer above for the motivational benefits with regards to the application of the 
teachings of Brown et al. to the teachings of Smith et al. 



A- 
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27. With respect to claims 19 and 21, Smith et al. disclose a system, wherein 

Said system further comprises a Web server which is located on the network and 
has a Web site from which the request key can be acquired (Smith et al.: column 7, lines 
31-48), and 

Said notary server comprises URL information notification means for transmitting 
by electronic mail URL information of the Web site to an electronic mail address 
designated by said first terminal apparatus (Smith et al: column 5, lines 57-58; column 7, 
lines 37-48). 

28. With respect to claims 20 and 22, Smith et al. do not disclose forth storage means for 
the system. However, Brown et al. have disclosed a system, wherein said system further 
comprises fourth storage means for, when said transcript file transmission control means 
transmits an electronic file to said second terminal apparatus, storing at least one of a 
time when transcript request information is received from said second terminal apparatus 
and a time when the electronic file is transmitted to said second terminal apparatus 
(Brown et al.: page 7, paragraph 0102, lines 1-3). 

29. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to combine the 
teachings of Brown et al. with the system of Smith et al. The motivation for such a 
combination would have been to maintain information for auditing purposes (page 7, 
paragraph 102, lines 5-9). 
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30. Claims 2, 4, 5, 13, 15 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Smith et a! (U. S. Patent No. 665 11 66) and Brown et al. (U. S. Patent 
Publication 20040139327) as applied to claims 1 and 12, and further in view of Bisbee et 
al. (U, S. Patent 6,237,096). 

3 1 . Smith et al.. Brown et al., and Bisbee et al. are all analogous art because all are in the 
field of data authentication systems. 

32. With respect to claim 2, Smith et al disclose a system, wherein 

Said notary server comprises recognition means for when first user identification 
information received through said first commimication means coincides with the first 
user identification information stored in said first storage means (Smith et al.: column 5, 
lines 28-43), 

Said notary server comprises transcript file transmission control means for 
transmitting the electronic file to said second terminal apparatus through said second 
communication means (Smith et al: column 7, lines 20-24). 

33. Brown et al. disclose a system, wherein 

Said notary server comprises transcript file transmission control means for 
reading out an electronic file corresponding to the request key included in the transcript 
request information received through said second communication means fi^om said third 
storage means (Brown et al: page 9, paragraph 0122, lines 1-3). 
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34. The combination of Smith et al. and Brown et al. do not disclose either a first or 
second terminal apparatus, nor do the combination of Smith et al. and Brown et al. 
disclose storage means. 



35. Bisbee et al. disclose a system, wherein 

Said first terminal apparatus comprises transcript generating means for generating 
transcript information by integrating an electronic file designated by a user, message data 
generated on the basis of the electronic file, and a registration key corresponding to the 
electronic file, and transmitting the transcript information to said notary server through 
said first terminal-side communication means (Bisbee et al.: column 7, lines 13-18; 
column 3, lines 9-19; column 10, lines 59-61), 

Said notary server comprises 

Request key generating means for generating a request key in 
correspondence with information included in the transcript information received 
through said first communication means (Bisbee et al.: column 8, lines 15-21), 
and 

Third storage means for storing the electronic file included in the 
transcript information as a transcript file in correspondence with the request key 
when the message data included in the transcript information received through 
said first communication means coincides with message data stored in said second 
storage means and corresponding to the registration key included in the transcript 
information (Bisbee et al: column 11, lines 13-42; column 7: lines 13-19), 
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Said second terminal apparatus comprises transcript request means for generating 
transcript request information including a request key and transmitting the transcript 
request information to said notary server through said second terminal-side 
communication means (Bisbee et al: column 13, lines 1-7). 

36. Please refer above for the motivational benefits v^ith regards to the application of the 
teachings of Brown et al. to the teachings of Smith et al. 

37. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to combine the 
teachings of Bisbee et al. with the combined system of Smith et al. and Brovm et al. The 
motivation for such a combination would have been to provide paperless commercial 
transactions and eliminate the need for hard copies of original documents and the 
resources necessary for hard copy document storage. Additionally, such a combination 
would facilitate easy retrieval of an authenticated document by many different authorized 
parties (Bisbee et al.: Abstract). 

38. With respect to claims 4 and 15, Smith et al. disclose a system, wherein 

Said system further comprises a Web server which is located on the network and 
has a Web site from which the request key can be acquired (Smith et al.: column 7, lines 
31-48), and 

Said notary server comprises URL information notification means for transmitting 
by electronic mail URL information of the Web site to an electronic mail address 
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designated by said first terminal apparatus (Smith et al.: column 5, lines 57-58; column 7, 
lines 37-48). 

39. With respect to claim 5, Smith et al. do not disclose a system, wherein said system 
further comprises fourth storage means. However, Brown et al. disclose a system, 
wherein said system further comprises fourth storage means for, when said transcript file 
transmission control means transmits an electronic file to said second terminal apparatus, 
storing at least one of a time when transcript request information is received from said 
second terminal apparatus and a time when the electronic file is transmitted to said 
second terminal apparatus (Brown et al: page 7, paragraph 0102, lines 1-3). 

40. Please refer above for the motivational benefits with regards to the application of the 
teachings of Brown et al. to the teachings of Smith et al. 

41. With respect to claim 13, Smith et al. disclose a method, wherein said method further 
comprises: 

Recognition means for when first user identification information received through 
the first communication link coincides v^th the first user identification information stored 
in the first storage step (Smith et al.: colunm 5, lines 28-43); 

The transcript file transmission step of causing the notary server to transmit the 
electronic file to the second terminal apparatus (Smith et al: column 7, lines 20-24). 
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42. Brown et al. disclose a method, wherein said method further comprises: 

The transcript file transmission step of causing the notary sever to read out the 
electronic file corresponding to the request key included in the transcript request 
information received by the second terminal apparatus from the information stored in the 
third storage step (Brown et al: page 9, paragraph 0122, lines 1-3). 

43. The culmination of Smith et al. and Brown et al. do not disclose transcript 
generation, key generation, or storage means in the notary server. 

44. Bisbee et al. disclose a method, wherein said method further comprises: 

The transcript generating step of causing the first terminal apparatus to generate 
transcript information by integrating an electronic file designated by a user, message data 
generated on the basis of the electronic file, and a registration key corresponding to the 
electronic file and transmit the transcript information to the notary server through the first 
communication link (Bisbee et al.: column 7, lines 13-18; column 3, lines 9-19; column 
10, lines 59-61); 

The request key generating step of causing the notary server to generate a request 
key in correspondence with information included in the transcript information received 
through the first communication link (Bisbee et al.: column 8, lines 15-21); 

The third storage step of causing the notary server to store an electronic file 
included in the transcript information corresponding to the request key when the message 
data included in the transcript information received through the first communication link 
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coincides with the message data stored in the second storage step and corresponding to 
the registration key included in the transcript information (Bisbee et al: column 1 1, lines 
13-42; column 7: lines 13-19); 

The transcript request step of causing the second terminal apparatus to generate 
transcript request information included in the request key and transmit the transcript 
request information to the notary server (Bisbee et al: column 13, lines 1-7). 



45. Please refer above for the motivational benefits with regards to both the application 
of the teachings of Brown et al. to the teachings of Smith et al., and the application of the 
teachings of Bisbee et al. to the combined teachings of Smith et al. and Brown et al. 

46. With respect to claim 16, Smith et al. do not disclose a method, wherein said method 
further comprises a fourth storage step. Brown et al. disclose a method wherein said 
method further comprises the fourth storage step of, when an electronic file is transmitted 
to the second terminal apparatus in the transcript file transmission step, storing at least 
one of a time when transcript request information is received fi:om the second terminal 
apparatus and a time when the electronic file is transmitted to the second terminal 
apparatus. (Brown et al.: page 7, paragraph 0102, lines 1-3). 

47. Please refer above for the motivational benefits with regards to the application of the 
teachings of Brown et al. to the teachings of Smith et al. 
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Conclusion 



48. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicants 
disclosure: U.S. Publication 2002/0129238, Toh et al. "Secure and Reliable Document 
Delivery Using Routing Lists". 

Any inquiry concerning this conmiunication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ramya Ananthanarayanan whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-5860. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday, 



If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ayaz Sheikh can be reached on (571) 272-3795. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-2 1 7-9 1 97 (toll-free). ^ 
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